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A long delay took place while the British Government negoti-
ated at its leisure with the South African Government, whose
attitude was that the British should not relinquish claims along
the west coast. Strangely enough, it does seem to have struck
Lord Granville that this long delay might be open to mis-
interpretation, and there was much indignation when Luderitz,
encouraged by his Government, proceeded with his affairs
under an assurance that he would be protected in any land not
actually claimed by another Power. Whereupon, he hoisted the
German flag at Angra Pequena. A British firm with interests in
the neighbourhood made spirited protests, and British South
Africa generally looked on in anxiety and concern, which was
aggravated to fever heat by the arrival of a gun~boat and
corvette. On 27 May 1884 great excitement was caused in
England and South Africa by the receipt of a telegram from
Bismarck himself to the German consul at Capetown protecting
Luderitz's commercial establishment at Angra Pequena. To
Granville's agitated inquiry as to its significance Lord Ampthill
made a cautious reply.

To Lord Granville.    30 May 1884.'

"... The German Government are still awaiting an answer from
Your Lordship to Count Miinster's letter of 31 December last,
and the premature reports in the Press about the taking pos-
session of Angra Pequena are due to the great and growing
impatience of the German people for the inauguration of a
colonial policy by Prince Bismarck, who has hitherto shown no
inclination to satisfy their craving for colonies beyond sending
Dr. Nachtigal on board the Mo we to report generally on the W.
coast of Africa. ..."

In the meantime, prompted by the Cape Government,
the British laid claim broadly to land even beyond the territory
in question. There followed weeks of explanation and counter-
explanation. Lord Granville's point was that any delay was due
to colonial necessities to which Bismarck did not give sufficient
weight, but he found it impossible to impress the German
Chancellor in the slightest degree with the idea that any claim
could be laid to the land at all. The clamour of public opinion
in Germany, Bismarck said, was so great that unless Britain
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